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         December 2016 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians & Students, 
 
It feels like only yesterday that I sat in my office one August morning composing my opening of 
school letter to all of you, welcoming the beginning of a new school year. To realize I sit in that 
same seat today, reviewing almost an entire semester of school life, feels somewhat surreal. Where 
the months go I know not; but I am grateful to be doing the journey with you. 
 
As we prepare to acknowledge the end of first semester, the holidays move in to overtake us. 
Nonetheless, it is wise to pause and remind ourselves of the challenges and the rewards we have 
both faced and felt deeply together, all as a direct result of planning, participation, and partnership. 
To review them is to know that ours is a high school committed to action and devoted to a drum-
beat of activity that brings new meaning to the term “engagement.” Students, parents, and staff are 
collectively responsible for defining the school we proudly know as Morris Hills High School.  
 
The student activities program at Morris Hills High School has been in full motion since the 
beginning of the 2016 – 2017 school year.  The month of September began with the Fall Pep Rally 
being held on Friday, September 16th. Mr. Harry Fahrer, Teacher of English, introduced each varsity 
sport to the student body – Girls’ Soccer, Boys’ Soccer, Field Hockey, Volleyball, Cheerleading, 
Girls’ Cross Country, Boys’ Cross Country, Girls’ Tennis, and Football. Once all the athletes were 
introduced, members of the student body participated in a series of fun-natured games. The Morris 
Hills Marching Band and Cheerleaders entertained the students with songs and cheers.  
 
The annual Freshman Mixer was held on Friday, September 23rd. Students from the Class of 2020 
attended the mixer. Students from the SGA and Project LEAD helped run the event. A great time 
was had by all. 
 
Spirit Week was held from Monday, September 26th to Friday, September 30th. The calendar of 
events included the following: Pajama Day, Tie Dye Day, College Day / Sports Day, Throwback 
Thursday, and Class Color Day. The Hall Decorating Contest was held on Thursday of Spirit Week. 
Each class was assigned a junction of a hallway to decorate in class colors. Battle of the Classes 
was postponed until the spring because of inclement weather at the end the week. 
 
The annual Club and Activity Fair was held during all three lunch blocks in the Main Gym on 
Tuesday, September 27th. At that time, representatives from each of the clubs offered at Morris 
Hills High School provided background and sign up information to the student body.  
 
Homecoming was held on Saturday, October 8th during halftime of the football game. Elizabeth 
Costanza, Senior Class President, was named queen, and Taylor Starks was named princess. The 
Homecoming dance was held in the Morris Hills cafeteria after the football game. Students danced 
the night away, capping off a memorable homecoming week.  
 
On October 27, 2016, Morris Hills High School opened its doors to the community for the annual 
Science/Technology Night. This year, there were approximately 1,500 people in attendance. 
Rooms throughout the high school were open to the community to participate in hands-on 
demonstrations and experiments including the following: the Slime Room, Exploding Canisters, 
Star Gaze Map with Moon Craft, 3-d Printer, Plasma Cutter, Moon Rocks, Light Demo, and Cloud 
Chamber, Voice Transmission via Laser, Chromatography Flowers, Water Olympics, Wonders of 
Weather, Bouncy Ball Science & Colors on the "Move", Fantastic Foam, DNA Extraction, Screen 
Printing and Silver & Gold Pennies. The event was sponsored by the Morris Hills High School and 
Morris Knolls High School Science Honors Societies.  
 



The month of November saw the faculty participate in No Shave November, raising over $500 for 
the American Cancer Society.  
 
The FCCLA Club held its annual Blood Drive on Friday, November 4th. Under the leadership of Ms. 
Doris Lembo, MH Special Education teacher, more than seventy individuals donated blood. A 
special thank you goes to all those individuals who donated.  
 
The annual Powder Puff Football Game was held on Sunday, November 6th. The Junior girls 
defeated the Senior girls by a score of 7 to 6. Each year, the cheerleading squad identifies a cause 
to donate the money raised from the event. This year, all the money raised went to kidney cancer 
research.  
 
The presidential election year was an exciting opportunity for our students to engage in public 
issues and to prepare them for an active civic life beyond high school. In the effort to support our 
students’ understanding of the importance of the right to vote, the Social Studies Honor Society 
sponsored a voter registration drive during the fall of 2016. By way of its hard work, over eighty 
students successfully registered to vote. Furthermore, in a joint effort to promote the importance of 
civics, the Social Studies Honor Society teamed up with the Junior State of America and the Student 
Government Association to host a mock presidential election. Students and staff members were 
able to cast their vote during all lunch blocks. Morris Hills High School elected Hillary Clinton as the 
next President of the United States of America.  
 
On November 15th, the Morris Hills Regional District Education Association hosted a Veterans’ 
Dinner to honor those veterans who sacrificed so much for our freedom. Over 140 individuals 
attended the dinner. The dinner celebration reminded all in attendance one of our most cherished 
blessings – the blessing of being free. Additionally, it reminded all in attendance that the country 
we share – the greatest country on earth – stands as the beacon of both freedom and democracy, 
The United States of America is a shining example for the world to watch – an example of what 
happens when people choose to contribute to a country by committing to preserving it, protecting 
it, and defending it. No one deserves a salute for that service to country more than our veterans.  

Under the direction of Mrs. Renee Lavin, MH English teacher, and Mr. Harry Fahrer, MH English 
teacher, the Fall Play, Dark of the Moon by Howard Richardson and William Berney, hit the Morris 
Hills stage on November 17th, 18th, and 19th.  Congratulations to the cast and crew of Dark of the 
Moon. The play was a huge success.  
 
The month of November closed with the Mr. Morris Hills Pageant. Mrs. Dana Schwartz, MH 
Physical Education teacher, Mrs. Amy Skutnik, MH Mathematics teacher, and Ms. Nancy Yaeger, 
MH English teacher, successfully ran the pageant once again this year. After a fierce competition 
of singing, dancing, and acting, Zachary Russell was named Mr. Morris Hills 2016 – 2017.  
 
Under the leadership of Mrs. Veronica Dougherty, MH English teacher, and Ms. Kristi Diamond, 
MH Mathematics teacher, the Key Club collected turkeys, canned goods, and all the fixings to make 
Thanksgiving baskets for families of the Morris Hills High School community. Additionally, under 
the direction of Ms. Mary Paulson, MH World Language teacher, the HOPE Club participated in 
Operation Holiday Child, creating holiday boxes filled with gifts for underprivileged children.   

 
On behalf of the National Football League, Morris Hills High School has been inducted into the 
Super Bowl High School Honor Roll, celebrating schools that have contributed to Super Bowl 
history. The Super Bowl High School Honor Roll recognizes the high schools and communities that 
have positively impacted the game of football. Nearly 3,000 players and coaches and more than 
2,000 high schools were recognized. Morris Hills High School received a 
commemorative Golden Football produced by Wilson for every player or head coach who 
graduated from the high school and was on an active Super Bowl roster. Morris Hills High School 
1969 graduate Mr. Bruce Bannon played for legendary coach, Don Shula, and was a member of 
the Miami Dolphins who won Super Bowl VIII. Mr. Bannon was one of the most accomplished 
student-athletes in the history of Morris Hills High School. He presented Morris Hills High School 
with the Golden Football prior to the homecoming football game on October 8th.  
 

  



Fall athletics continued to bring our school community together as we supported our coaches and 
athletes on many playing fields. On Saturday, December 3rd, at MetLife Stadium, the Morris Hills 
High School Scarlet Knights Football Team captured the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 title by 
defeating the Parsippany Hills Vikings by a score of 27 to 14. This is Morris Hills High School’s third 
title in school history, ending a 41-year championship drought. Behind the offensive line of Devin 
Caruso, Troy Dawson, Damian Gonzalez, Nick Merz, Billy Nieman, Thomas Stoback, and Peter 
Stobinski, the Scarlet Knights of Daymon Fleming, Dajon Chappell, Nick Walls, Angelo Macera, 
and Sam Valerio, accumulated 295 yards rushing. Fleming, Macera, and Walls all scored rushing 
touchdowns. Senior quarterback, Daymon Fleming, also threw for a total of 34 yards, including a 
25-yard touchdown pass to Devin Caruso. At the conclusion of the game, Head Coach Mike Sabo, 
MH Physical Education and Health Teacher, said the following to his players: “I was at the state 
title game in 1984 when we lost 8-7, against Rahway. A dream was born that day for me. I wanted 
to win a state championship at Morris Hills High School. It didn’t happen as a player, but for the 
past 13 years I’ve been selling the dream to the kids of Morris Hills High School and this team 
bought that dream and I couldn’t be prouder of them.” On behalf on the Morris Hills High School 
Community, I would like to thank all the Morris Hills High School fans who came out to MetLife 
Stadium to cheer on the football team. Your support was fantastic and very much appreciated. In 
the words of “Superfan,” Ryan Sudol (MH 11th grade student), the “Hills Gang Movement” showed 
up on Saturday. A sectional championship now resides in Rockaway, New Jersey. Furthermore, 
the Boys’ Cross Country Team, under the guidance of head coach Mr. Sean Robinson, MH Science 
teacher, and assistant coach Mr. Pete Wittner, MH Physical Education and Health teacher, 
captured the Morris County Championship.  The team was led by senior Alex Pai who finished 3rd, 
senior Michael Creighton who finished 9th, senior Nalin Chopra who finished 11th, sophomore Matt 
Morena who finished 13th, junior Daniel Rivera who finished 21st, senior Mike Morena who finished 
26th, and junior Sean Bruseo who finished 28th. The top five runners averaged 16:19, the best in 
Morris County history. The runners claimed the Frank Fox Memorial Trophy, named after the former 
Morris Hills High School Scarlet Knights’ coach, whose team won the first two titles in 1954 and 
1955. For its efforts, the Boys’ Cross Country Team was named Daily Record Team of the Year.  
 
Academically, we moved forward with quarterly assessments across the curriculum. As a result of 
our district’s summer read, we opened our doors to Holocaust survivors who shared their stories of 
survival. Through their experiences, we embraced their voices in identifying our over-all school 
theme for 2016-2017 – UNITED IN THE EMBRACE OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT. We once again have 
studied the results of the PARCC state assessment, administered last spring, and participated in 
deep conversation, joining educators across the state. We administered the PSATs on October 
19th to all freshman, sophomores, and juniors. We welcomed several new faculty members to our 
professional family, easing their transition to their new professional responsibilities here at Morris 
Hills High School.   
 
In short, school life has been hectic and perhaps that is the pace that keeps us all young and alive. 
 
As we prepare for next semester, in all of its dimensions, I wish to extend to each of you the very 
best of the holiday season. May it be filled with health, kindness, and love for you and for all those 
special people in your lives who bring you meaning. However you celebrate, may you find some 
quality time to reflect on the many blessings that inform your life. Please know how grateful I am to 
acknowledge the part you play to contribute to mine. 
 
The best of the holiday season to you all. 
 
In the Spirit of Partnership, 

 
 
 
 
Todd M. Toriello 
Principal  
 
 


